
 

 
Every 10 years, as part of our reaffirmation of accreditation with the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC), Southern Miss develops a new Quality Enhancement Plan 
(QEP) toϙimprove student learning or student success in a significant way.  
 
After a review of institutional data and input from the University through the Strategic Planning Survey, the 
QEP Topic Selection Task Force is seeking brief proposals from members of the University community 
focused on ťēô ƱŘŜťϱƅôÍŘϙŜťŪîôĲťϙôƄŕôŘĖôĲèôϙwith the goal of ŜŪŕŕĺŘťĖĲČϙŜťŪîôĲťŜЍϙťŘÍĲŜĖťĖĺĲŜϙťĺϙťēôϙ
ŜôèĺĲîϙƅôÍŘ. First-year student experiences lay the foundation for a student’s educational journey and the 
opportunity for further learning and development. First-year students can be first-year freshmen and/or first-
year transfer students. �ŘĺŕĺŜÍīŜϙıĖČēťϙèĺĲŜĖîôŘϙċÍèťĺŘŜϙŜŪèēϙÍŜϙÍèÍîôıĖèϙÍĲîϙèÍŘôôŘϙŕīÍĲĲĖĲČϠϙ
ÍèÍîôıĖèϙŜŪŕŕĺŘťϠϙƱĲÍĲèĖÍīϙŕīÍĲĲĖĲČϠϙēôÍīťēϙϼŕēƅŜĖèÍīϙÍĲîϯĺŘϙıôĲťÍīϽϠϙŜôĲŜôϙĺċϙæôīĺĲČĖĲČϠϙŜťŪîôĲťϙ
ôĲČÍČôıôĲťϠϙĺŘϙĺťēôŘϙťĺŕĖèŜϙťēÍťϙĖıŕÍèťϙƱŘŜťϱƅôÍŘϙŜťŪîôĲťŜЍϙťŘÍĲŜĖťĖĺĲŜϙťĺϙťēôϙŜôèĺĲîϙƅôÍŘϟϙ 
 
After a review of proposals, the QEP Topic Selection Task Force will share recommendations with the 
President and Senior Officers. Please read the Frequently Asked Questions, Evaluation Criteria, and 
Guidelines before submitting your proposal. Additional resources are on the QEP Topic Selection website. 
If you have any questions, please email QEP@usm.edu. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
®ēÍťϙĖŜϙÍϙ�(�Ϧ A QEP, or Quality Enhancement Plan, is an action plan to improve student learning or 
student success. Student learning is defined broadly to include student knowledge, skills, behaviors, 
and/or values. Student success is also defined broadly to include student outcomes such as persisting or 
continuing one’s education through to graduation. 
 
®ēÍťϙ�(�ŜϙēÍŜϙ��aϙÍīŘôÍîƅϙĖıŕīôıôĲťôîϦϙ The first QEP focused on improving students’ speaking and 
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®ēÍťϙēÍŕŕôĲŜϙťĺϙıƅϙŕŘĺŕĺŜÍīϙÍċťôŘϙIϙŜŪæıĖťϙĖťϦ Proposals will be shared with the QEP Topic Selection 
Task Force and may be shared with the University community. Names of individuals submitting 
proposals will not be shared during the review phase. The top proposals will be shared with the 
President and Senior Officers. The plan will be further developed during the 2024-25 academic year. 
There will be broad-based involvement during the development phase, including a committee to assist with 
the research and design. While those submitting a proposal may be asked to serve on a committee, as will 
others, they will not be responsible for any large portion of the work themselves. This will be a broad-based 
effort with administrative support. 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
 
Your proposal will be reviewed by the QEP Topic Selection Task Force based on the following: 
 

1. Is the QEP focused on the first-year experience (freshmen and/or transfer) with the goal of 
supporting students’ transitions to the second year?  
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