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2019-2020 Architectural Engineering Technology BS

Mission / Purpose

The University of Southern Mississippi's Architectural Engineering Technology (ACT) program provides students
with a broad-based education with an emphasis on critical thinking, technical problem-solving ability, and
computer applications in addition to a background in architectural design. The ACT program is committed to
producing graduates who possess the necessary skills, critical thinking, discipline and work ethics to enter the
A/E/C industry fully capable of performing entry-level tasks at the office and in the field. The University of
Southern Mississippi is a community of engaged citizens, operating as a public, student-centered, doctoral-
granting research university serving Mississippi, the nation, and the world. The University is dedicated to
scholarship and learning, integrating students at all levels in the creation and application of knowledge through
excellence in teaching, research, creative activities, outreach, and service. The University nurtures student success
by providing distinctive and competitive educational programs embedded in a welcoming environment, preparing
a diverse student population to embark on meaningful life endeavors. The mission of the ACT program directly
relates to the mission of the University. The ACT program aims to provide well-rounded professionals of the built
environment, engaging and empowering graduates to transform lives and communities. The ACT program
provides technology and management education to students who desire career pathways in architecture,
engineering, or construction firms. To achieve its mission, the ACT program creates a nurturing learning
environment that fosters the development of critical thinking skills, develops knowledge and technology
expertise, and supports innovation.

Student Learning Outcomes/Objectives, with Any Associations and Related Measures, Targets,
Findings, and Action Plans

SLO 1: Written and Oral Communication
Apply written and oral communication in both technical and non-technical environments (ETAC-ABET
Baccalaureate degree programs: Student Learning Outcome 3)

Related Measures:
MABET
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Findings (2019-2020) - Target: Met
Fall 2019: Hattiesburg on campus AET students: 100% (N=2). 2 out 2 on campus AET students
received a 70% or better in this project.
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M1 (indirect): The AEC 496 Internship course will gather data from supervisor evaluations of student
intern's performance. Question #7 of the Student Intern Evaluation addresses the overall performance of
the student during the time of his or her internship.

Source of Evidence: Employer survey, incl. perceptions of the program

Target:
Target: Employers are "satisfied" or "very satisfied" with 80% of student interns' performance.

Findings (2019-2020) - Target: Met

Fall 2019: Hattiesburg on campus AET students: 100% (N=2). 2 out 2 on campus AET students
received a 70% or better in this project.

Spring 2020: Hattiesburg on campus AET students: 100% (N=2). 2 out 2 on campus AET students
received a 70% or better in this project.

Summer 2020: Hattiesburg on campus AET students: 100% (N=4). 4 out 4 on campus AET students
received a 70% or better in this project.

Details of Action Plans for This Cycle (by Established cycle, then alpha)

Address Estimating Findings
The Estimating Il class remains a challenge for AET students, as reported in the 2019-20 findings. It was even
lower than the previous cycle. Last cycle, a School of Construction + Design Tutoring Center was implemented
to assist with Estimating Il assignments. We have created a tutoring center where AET students can get help
with this class.
In addition, we have a new faculty member for the pre-requisite course, Estimating 1, and the faculty for
Estimating 2 works with the professor for Estimating 1 course to better prepare the AET students for Estimating
2.
The process of closing the loop for the ACT program has been established by the Director, Dr. Erich Connell,
and the program Coordinator, Leffi Cewe-Malloy. Dr. Connell has been the Director of the School of
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careers in the design and construction industry and to prepare students for advanced study in professional Master
of Architecture programs. It is a face-to-face program as most Architecture programs are.

Our program provides graduates with an excellent platform for future graduate studies or a career in architecture
and related fields. Alumni of our program typically track one of two paths upon graduation, directly to graduate
school or employment in architecture or related industries.

The program continues to grow year by year, and this spring we had to teach 2 studios, as we have more students
than can fit into one studio class.

Our Architecture program is unique as the students get a broader education compare to traditional programs eg.
Sixty-six percent of the coursework is shared among the AET and CM programs with each requiring students to
achieve 120 credit hours to graduate. The strategy for this arrangement of shared coursework is for the two
disciplines (Architects and CMs) to work together in academics as they will during their work careers. The
Department has a niche in this regard which aligns well with the modern concept of Integrated Design which is
used extensively in the Design-Build project delivery method.

The AET had an accreditation visit by ABET in the October 2019, and we were accredited to September of 2022.
We have hired instructors that are architects, and that has improved the curriculum, and led to better prepared
students after graduation. Our findings also indicate that employer satisfaction is high, which means our

reputation is consistent and supported by upperclassmen AET students.

The Architectural (Engineering Technology) program is now a member of the Association of Collegiate Schools of
Architecture - ACSA. And that continuous to show the growth and development our program.

Continuous Improvement Initiatives. Any department-
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